Our Nation
The world is mostly made up of water and seven large land areas known as continents. Our country is called the United States of America. It is located on the continent of North America.
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Our Nation: North America 

North America is made up of countries. One of these is the United States. Above the United States is a country called Canada. Below the United States is a country called Mexico.
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To the right on this map (east) of the United States is a body of water called the Atlantic Ocean and to the left (west) is another body of water called the Pacific Ocean.
Our Nation: The 50 States 

The United States is made up of 50 states. Most of the states border each other. There are two states that do not touch the rest of the states. These are Alaska and Hawaii.
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Our Capital: Washington, D.C. 

Every country has a capital. This is where the government makes important decisions, such as laws. It is also where the President lives and Congress meets. The Supreme Court judges work here too.

The capital of the United States is Washington, D.C. It is named after George Washington, who was the first President of the United States, and Christopher Columbus, a famous explorer.

Washington, D.C. is located on the east coast and is surrounded by the states of Maryland and Virginia on the Potomac River. It is America's first planned city and was designed by Pierre L'Enfant.
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Washington D.C. was not always the capital of the United States. Both New York City and Philadelphia were once the capital, but in the year 1800, Washington, D.C., became the official capital.


Our Government
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Why do we need a government? Imagine what your school would be like if no one was in charge. Each class would make its own rules. Who gets to se the gym if two classes want to use it at the same time? Who would clean the classrooms? Who decides if you learn about Mars or play kickball? Sounds confusing, right?

This is why schools have people who are in charge, such as the principal, administrators, teachers, and staff. Our nation has people who are in charge and they make up the government.

Our Government: The Constitution
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Over 200 years ago, our Founding Fathers wrote the Constitution. The Constitution is a basic design for how our government should work. The Constitution divides the government into three branches. They are the legislative, executive, and judicial branches.

Our Government: The Legislative Branch
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The legislative branch makes laws for the nation. The main lawmaking body of this branch is known as Congress. Congress is made up of two parts, the House of Representatives and the Senate. Congress meets at the U.S. Capitol in Washington, D.C.

Our Government: The Executive Branch
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The executive branch makes sure people follow the laws that the legislative branch makes. The leaders of this branch are the President and Vice-President. When making important decisions, the President often asks for advice from a group of 15 helpers, known as the Cabinet. The President lives at the White House in Washington, D.C.

Our Government: The Judicial Branch
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When people are unsure about the meaning of a law, the judicial branch listens to many opinions and makes a decision. The judicial branch is made up of courts. The highest of these courts is the U.S. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court is made up of 9 judges. They meet at the Supreme Court building in Washington, D.C.



Your Neighborhood 
Your Neighborhood has many people who are there to help you. Click on each building to learn more.
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Your Neighborhood: The Fire Fighter

	Fire fighters put out fires. They also respond to other emergencies, such as accidents. Do you know what to do if there is a fire in your house? 
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For more information on fire safety, try the U.S. Fire Administration's Kids Page.


Your Neighborhood: The Doctor
	When you are sick or hurt, the doctor is there to help. Doctors examine you to find out what is wrong and make you feel better. You don't just go to the doctor when you're sick. You can also go for check-ups so that you don't get sick. If you get sick or hurt at school, you can see your school nurse. 
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For more information on health, try the Health and Human Service's Pages for Kids.



Your Neighborhood: The Letter Carrier
	Letter carriers deliver the mail. When you have mail to send, the letter carrier will pick it up and send it. Even when the weather is bad, the letter carrier still brings your mail. Do you know your address? 
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For more information on the mail service, try the U.S. Postal Service.

Your Neighborhood: The Librarian

	Libraries are full of information. Some of the information is in books and magazines, and some of the information is on computers. If you have a question, a librarian can help you find the answer. Librarians can be found in schools and at your local library. 
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You can learn more about what librarians do from the 

 HYPERLINK "http://frwebgate.access.gpo.gov/cgi-bin/leaving.cgi?from=exitkids.html&to=http://stats.bls.gov/k12/html/red_003.htm&alias=BLA's:+Career+Information&log=linklog" Bureau of Labor Statistics' Career Information.


Your Neighborhood: The Police Officer 
	Police officers help keep you and your neighborhood safe. They make sure people follow rules. They also direct traffic and solve crimes. 
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For more information on safety, try the Department of Justice's for Kids and Youth Page.


Your Neighborhood: The Teacher
	Teachers help you learn about many subjects. What is your favorite subject in school? There are other people in your school who can help you. Some examples are your principal, guidance counselor, teacher's aid, nurse, and librarian. 
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You can learn more about what teachers do from the Bureau of Labor Statistics' Career Information.



Symbols of U.S. Government
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Symbols of U.S. Government: The Flag

The United States flag has 13 stripes. Seven are red and 6 are white. It also has 50 white stars on a blue background. The stripes represent the 13 original colonies. The 50 stars represent the 50 states in the U.S.

The first U.S. flag was designed in 1777. The flag has been changed many times since then. New stars are added each time new states join the union.
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Symbols of U.S. Government: The Bald Eagle
The bald eagle is a large, powerful, brown bird with a white head and tail. The Founding Fathers chose the bald eagle to be the national bird of the United States in 1782. This majestic bird can only be found in North America. 

The word "bald" does not mean that this bird has no feathers. Instead, it comes from the word piebald, an old word which means "marked with white."
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Symbols of U.S. Government: Independence Hall

Independence Hall is located in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. At this building, colonial leaders met to plan the future of the new nation.

Many of the most important documents in U.S. history were written at Independence Hall. Independence Hall was also the home of the Liberty Bell for over 200 years.

For more information, check out the National Park Service.

Symbols of U.S. Government: The Liberty Bell
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The Liberty Bell has become the symbol of freedom in the United States. It rang when the Continental Congress signed the Declaration of Independence.

The Bell was cast in London, England in 1752. It is made mostly of copper and tin. After it arrived in the U.S., the Bell cracked. A new bell was made from the metal in the old one, but this one also cracked. A third bell was built from the same metal, and now this one has a crack too!

The last time the bell rang was on February 23, 1846 for George Washington's birthday celebration. Today, the Liberty Bell hangs in Philadelphia for all to see.

For more information, check out the National Park Service.



The Star-Spangled Banner 

The Star-Spangled Banner is the national anthem or song of the United States. The words were written by Francis Scott Key in 1814. He watched a night-time battle between England and America. He was very excited when the American flag was still flying in the morning. He wrote these words about the flag:

Oh, say, can you see, by the dawn's early light,
What so proudly we hailed at the twilight's last gleaming?
Whose broad stripes and bright stars, thro' the perilous fight;
O'er the ramparts we watched, were so gallantly streaming.
And the rockets red glare, the bombs bursting in air,
Gave proof through the night that our flag was still there.
Oh, say, does that star-spangled banner yet wave
O'er the land of the free and the home of the brave? 

For more information, check out the Star Spangled Banner Project.



The Pledge of Allegiance

The Pledge of Allegiance is a promise of loyalty to the United States. Here are the words to the Pledge:

I pledge allegiance
to the flag
of the United States of America
and to the Republic
for which it stands,
one nation,
under God,
indivisible,
with liberty
and justice for all.
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Symbols of U.S. Government: The Statue of Liberty

The Statue of Liberty is located in New York. The Statue of Liberty symbolizes freedom throughout the world. The Statue was actually a gift from the people of France.

The Statue represents a woman escaping the chains of tyranny. She holds a torch, which represents liberty. The Statue?s full name is Liberty Enlightening the World.

For more information, check out the National Park Service.
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White House

The White House is the home of the President of the United States. It is located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, D.C. Every President except George Washington has lived there.

The President’s office is called the Oval Office. Here the President does the business of the country. He signs bills and Executive Orders, and he meets with staff, visitors, and guests.

For more information, check out The White House for Kids.


Coloring with Ben

Click on one of the following pictures and print. Then get out your
crayons and magic markers and color along with Ben!

	


	


	



	


	


	



	


	


	




	


	




Ben Franklin
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The Flag 
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The Liberty Bell
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Uncle Sam 
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The United States of America
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Independence Hall
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The Bald Eagle 
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National Floral Emblem - The Rose
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The Original Thirteen Colonies
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The Great Seal of the United States (Obverse)
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The Great Seal of the United States (Reverse)
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Match the Symbols

Can you match the word with the symbol? Print out this page and draw a line matching each symbol with its picture.
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Connect the Dots

Can you identify this Founding Father and
President of the United States?
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Ben's Lost

Ben went out for a walk during lunch. He wandered a little too far and got lost. He has a meeting at Independence Hall in half an hour. Help Ben find the way back.
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